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December 9, 2008
 
Honorable Barack Obama, 
President-Elect of the United 
States of America,
Transition Team Offices, 38th FL 
Kluczynski Federal Building
230 S. Dearborn St.
Chicago, IL  60604
 
Honorable Mr. President Elect Barack Obama:

We, the undersigned, prominent leaders of community organizations in 
Chicago and the State of Illinois, congratulate you for your historic election 
as the 44th President of the United States and at the same time take this 
opportunity to petition you to issue two urgent executive orders.
 
One, to reinstate 245 (i) which calls for Family Unity, and two, an order to 
immediately halt all Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) raids at 
workplaces by Homeland Security.
  
It is our understanding that you will soon consider and issue some very 
important executive orders.  We agree with your effort to move our country 
on a new direction and support your early measures of government.  Under 
this spirit of change and “yes we can”, we appeal to the highest office of the 
United States of America to provide relief to the 12 million undocumented 
immigrants and their families by issuing these two executive orders: 
 

1. 245 (i) is a provision of our immigration laws that will allow thousands 
of families to adjust their status across the country.  The last extension 
was in 2001.  We are talking about the spouses and children 
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2. Of U.S. citizens. These beneficiaries will pay a fine and will be able to 
have their visa interview in their city of residency.  There is also a 
component that permits qualified workers to apply for legal residence.

 
2. Stop all ICE raids until an immigration reform is enacted. This 

provision would eliminate the anguish and panic that millions of 
families suffer in our communities nationwide.

 
 
 
In our closing, we also kindly request that your administration promptly 
appoints a Blue Ribbon Commission to initiate formulating policy towards a 
new comprehensive legislative immigration bill at the start of the year 2009. 
 
 We fully support you as you embark to lead our nation for the next four 
years.  

Sincerely,
 
 
 
Carlos Arango,                Casa Aztlán                                     

Guillermo Gómez,           Mexica Political Organization             

René Magaña                  CIME                                              

Oscar Téllez                    UNIRR                                            

Antonio Zavala                Nahui Ollin Dance Troupe                   

Antonia Salinas                Benito Juárez, H.S. Parent Council    

Ramiro Borja                   Civil Rights Activist                                    

Berna Chávez                  Frente Unido                                    

Víctor Cortés                   Writter                                                 

Dr. Juan Mora Torres       Historian                                       

Isabel Beltrán                 Immigrant Advocacy                               

Gregorio Gómez             Poet

Carmen Cenko                Actress



Omar Lopez                   Immigrant Rights Activist 

Carlos Perez                   Health Worker

Luz Velazco                    Parent Advocate

Cuauhtémoc Morfin               Education Advocate

Rosa Reyes                     Health Advocate

Rev. Jose Landaverde      Religious Advocate

Jorge Mujica                Consejero del IME Chicago

Janet Norton                  Resident of Humboldt Park

Rodrigo Paredes                       Pilsen Alliance

Jacarani Valdez                        Student Advisor

Martha Gonzalez                       Berwyn resident

Abelardo Rodríguez                   IBEW

Noemi Salinas                          Student of Malcolm X

Viviana Moreno                       Gads Hill student

Joaquin Cárdenas                       Teamsters local 743

Gustavo Sánchez                       Meztli

Luis Soto                                  Contratiempo
Amanda cortes                          Attorney

Nativo López                             MAPA California

David Silva Villalobos                 TIGRA, California

LEGAL DEFENSE COMMITTE California

Sarai Linares Manjarrez              UIC

Marta Ayala                               Community Organizer

Myrna Garcia                              Ethnic studies Department  



                                                 University Of California San Diego

María de La Torre                        Casa Aztlán

Nancy Oviedo                              Casa  DF

Marta Quiñones                           North Eastern University

Yolanda Gómez                            Casa Aztlán

Juan Andrés Mora                         community organizer

María Estela Adame                       Organizer

Lorena Rubalcaba                          student

Ruth Miranda                                 student

Margaret Carrasco               Waukeegan, Community Organizer

Héctor Alvarado              Padres Unidos de Maywood  California  PUMA
 
Andrés González    Comité Pro Uno
 
Leonardo Vilchis  Unión de Vecinos-Maywood, California

Gisela Gómez         Loyola University, Chicago

Carmen Velazquez       Alivio Medical Center

Faviola Zavala           Health Advocate

Lourdes Espinoza    Fundación Defensa Comunitaria Aurora IL 
President

Juan Álvarez
Presidente
Federación Ciudad de México en California.

Hector Rico  Latino Organization of the Southwest

Anamary Torres      River West Resident

Refugio Gonzalez    Il Latino Voice



Enrique Murillo       PRD- Illinois

H Cartedrige          SEIU-73

Julie Santos           LULAC

Carlos  Heredia       Por Un Barrio Mejor  

  
                        

                                                                
 
 
 


